MANY problems in mathematical analysis require a knowledge of the asymptotic behaviour of T{z + a)/F(z + p) for large values of | z |, where a and P are bounded quantities. Tricomi and Erdelyi in (1), gave the asymptotic expansion
where the Bf~p + l \a) are the generalised Bernoulli polynomials, see (2) , defined by
\ e -1/ j = o 7!
In this note, we show that if, instead of considering z to be the large variable, we consider a related large variable, (1) can be improved from a computational viewpoint. This result is included in the following 
and for small it], S-n ^ a r g ( e ' -l ) ^ <5 + 7t.
Thus (4) holds for all a. and P with the trivial exception a -/? # -1 , -2, ..., and for all z in the complex plane slit from -a to -a -oo. We rewrite ( 
Also, it should be noted that if x is replaced by a-x, (2) implies 
and that the B^fXp) c a n be defined recursively by where the 5^V+2(0) a r e the ordinary Bernoulli numbers defined by (2) . If a and fi are real, and arg z = 0, then (3) is related to a result of Frame, see (4) .
From the theorem, two corollaries are readily deduced.
Corollary 1. If E(v)
is a function analytic in a neighbourhood of v = 0, £(0) = 1, and w is defined implicitly by
then there exist numbers c y such that <7:, c 0 = 1.
One case of Corollary 1 is particularly interesting. If 
and = 1, ^ = 1 or 2.
